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Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Well, our focus groups are under way! As I write, I have already met with two 
groups, but there are still many more to come through the end of this month. They 
have been deeply informative and helpful for me as pastor, and feedback suggests 
they have been equally thought-provoking for the participants!  
 

In these informal conversations, I’ve begun to hear where the Holy Spirit is working on 
people’s hearts as they practice their baptism at Memorial Drive Lutheran—and my 
hope is that those who have participated have heard the Holy Spirit in one another, 
too. That’s very important, because doing the work of church isn’t something we are 
meant to do on our own. In everything we do as a church, God is our partner, our 
mentor, but most importantly our guide. We aren’t called to invent our own mission, but 
to join in the mission that God is already at work doing in this church and community.  
 

These focus groups are something I would like the whole congregation to do together, 
so that we can all participate in listening for where God is calling us as a church. So, 
please sign up for a focus group if you haven’t already! There are signup sheets in 
the narthex.  
 

If you have already participated, I would ask that you pray about what you heard during 
your group’s conversation. Please feel free to share any of the ways that the Holy Spirit 
continues to work on your heart as you ponder the questions and thoughts that we 
shared with one another.  
 

I will also continue to pray about all the things I hear and see, both in the focus groups 
and as I go about the daily work of ministry at MDLC. Later this summer, after the 
focus groups have ended, I will begin to share what I heard with the council. Then this 
fall, I look forward to hosting an event where I can process what I have heard with the 
congregation.  
 

God is already present and working among the people of Memorial Drive Lutheran. In 
the Small Catechism, Luther says the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer “thy kingdom 
come” and “thy will be done” are things that will happen whether we pray them or not, 
but we pray them so that God’s kingdom may come among us and that God’s will may 
be done among us. This is my prayer in these focus groups and in our congregational 
discernment—that our actions, our desires, our resources, and our hearts could more 
fully align and participate in what God is working among us already.  
 

Pastor Will  
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President’s Corner                           Mike Riggs 

From the Council President 

Well, it is official – Pastor Will was installed just a few days ago.  The installation was one of 
those special worship services, where you can feel goose bumps on your arm and a buzz in the 
sanctuary.  I have heard similar services described as “mountaintop experiences”.  So what 
happens when we come down from the mountaintop? 

Bishop Mike Rinehart gave the sermon at the installation service.  He did not mince words, 
describing the next few months with Pastor Will as a “honeymoon”, where pastor and 
congregation have the chance to get to know each other better, where both see the other with 
rose-colored glasses, where both are inclined to focus on strengths.  But the Bishop made clear 
that every honeymoon comes to an end.  So what happens when our honeymoon ends, when 
we and Pastor Will know each other more intimately and focus may shift to respective flaws 
and weaknesses? 

We cannot stay on the mountaintop – most of life is lived at “sea level”.  It is certain the 
honeymoon will end – maybe next month or next year or next decade.  So what do we do when 
our life at MDLC returns to the norm? 

First, we continue to thank God that He has brought us Pastor Will and Erin and their gifts.  We 
wanted a leader, a shepherd, and that is exactly what we got.  Second, we have to come to 
grips with the fact that the shepherd guides, encourages, and loves his flock – but if the sheep 
want to eat they have to do that for themselves.  Folks, we are the sheep.  If MDLC is going to 
live out its mission as church, Pastor can guide and teach and lead, but we as the members 
have to carry that mission out.    

So what is our mission?  And perhaps more fundamentally, what do 
we mean when we call MDLC “church”?  We are going to take some 
time, both at the Council and as a congregation, discerning what we 
envision “church” to be in 2016 and what we see as our mission in the 
months and years ahead.  These are tough questions, questions that I 
don’t claim to have answers to – yet!  The focus groups Pastor has 
launched are a good first step in helping us begin to get our arms and 
minds around these.  The Council is having a working retreat in 
August where it is going to jump in and wrestle with these thorny 
questions as well.   

It is okay to have questions, to wonder where we – as individuals and as a congregation – are 
going.  The Bishop noted in his sermon that asking questions is 
a very good thing; and Pastor Will has experience both being 
the one with questions and the one that helps others to work 
through their own questions.  Asking questions – and working 
through to the answers – can be a scary thing; but it also 
opens the way to new insights, new understandings, new 
activities, even new life.  We are about to embark on this 
journey together.  Keep your hearts and minds open – it seems 
the Holy Spirit often is at work when we least expect it.   

Brothers and sisters, we are being called – together let’s find 
out what that call is!   
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Ashraf Vijju   
Bob Manuel 
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson  
Debbie Gilder-
sleeve  
Dianne Barr-Cole  
Doug Pfluger 
Ed Locheed 
Eddie Mejia 
Frances Dann  
Helene Wiese  
Jill Kosinscki 
Jimmy Singley 
Kelly Jones 
Kultar Singh 
Laura Sparks  

LuVerne Blanc  
Margarita Mejia 
Marilyn England    
Marjorie Lemire  
Matthew Counsell  
Pamela Tamburello 
Pat Lynn 
Rollie Weium 
Royce Brown 
Ryland Macomb 
Sarah Day 
Steven Etheredge 

Happy Birthday July 

Prayer List  

MDLC FINANCIAL SECTION 
                                                   Actual                       Budget 
  
Revenue                                  $164,616                   $146,461 
  
Expenses                                $130,546                   $132,799 
  
Profit/(Loss)                            $ 34,010                    $ 13,668 
 

                             Information as of June 15, 2016 

  1 LuVerne Blanc 
  5 Brandon Escamilla 
  6 Suzanne Locheed 
  7 Jean Dorow 
18 Jim Barnes 
18 Doug Cameron 
20 Charles Brownlee 
22 John McMurray 
24 Jo Ann Peschel 
26 Ron Richter 
26 Georgia Taylor 
27 Roger Lemburg 
28 Lorrella Cobb 

Food Pantry:  Would you like to help the homeless? 

The food pantry currently supported by Memorial Drive Lutheran is located at Augustana 
Lutheran Church, 2001 Wheeler (zip code 77004) in downtown Houston.  Open 2 or 3 times 
per month on Saturdays, as donations allow, this pantry feeds 30 to 40 mostly homeless 
folks each time.  Therefore, we need to adapt our food donations to better meet the needs 

of these people who often do not have any cooking facilities. 

When shopping, look for nutritious food packaged and ready to eat in containers not 
requiring a can opener such as pop-top cans or plastic/cardboard containers, for example 
“lunchables”.  Keep in mind that the homeless usually want to eat something “right now”.  
Foods to be considered include tuna, pasta, any lunches-to-go not requiring refrigeration, 
fruits and vegetables and meats with pop top cans.  The only limitation is food must be 
accessible without a can opener and not require food preparation.  What about peanut 

butter?  The pantry representative said they do still distribute peanut butter. 

 Please remember our goal of every member making a pantry donation once per month! 

The flowers for our Sunday 
worship services are pro-
vided by: 
Flowers by Nino 
281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road 
Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 
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We need you!  Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong 
dream for you and become a worship participant on Sunday 
mornings!  Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be 
able to become one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister, 
Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and 
Money Counter. Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  
We really need you!  Thank you!                                                                                                      

Worship Leaders  
Please 

volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

July 3 July 10 July 17 July 24  July 31 

Assisting  
Minister 

Karen 

Whitefield 

Gary 

Tamburello 
Linda Richter John McMurray Joyce Kennedy 

Acolyte Paige Pierce 
Alessandra 

Carter 
Luke Whitefield  Luke Whitefield 

Lector Erin Storm Erin Storm Joyce Kennedy Mike Riggs Janet Zaozirny 

Communion  
Server 

Angela Richter 
Karen 

Whitefield 
Elaine Riggs Doris Bosse Angela Richter 

Usher 
Charles 

Blankenhorn 
Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 

Greeter Jay Etheredge 
Margaret & Mel 

Dosch 
Barbara Elrod 

Janet & 
Clarence 

Zaozirny 
Susan Fisher 

Altar Guild 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 

Suzanne 

Locheed 
Joyce Kennedy 

Elaine and Mike 

Riggs  

Tomiko Mita-

Mayo 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers Susan Fischer 
Mel & Margaret 

Dosch 
Leah Hartwig Doris Bosse 

Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
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Director of Church Music        Pamela Tamburello 

Dear Friends: 
 

 Last month I wrote about the “Time after Pentecost,” which is the green season that is all 
about growth.  As we continue in the “Time after Pentecost,” I thought that it would be helpful 
to share some information on elements of worship that you may notice this summer. 
We are using the Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy.  This liturgy has a bit of a modern 
feel.  It is a liturgy that was published about 25 years ago.   Now the Feast and Celebration 
does have a more contemporary feel as it (1) uses piano instead of organ; (2) incorporates 
rhythms and harmonies that reflect the contemporary music genre; and (3) has a lighter and 
more relaxed feel.  This liturgy is also a great one to use during the summer as it is an order of 
worship that MDLC has used in the past. 
 
During the summer we are learning a hymn that fits the theme of Pastor Will’s sermon series.  
As we dive into “This Christian Life,” we will be singing what may be a new hymn for some, 
even though it has been around for more than 40 years!    “Rise, Shine, You People!” (ELW 
665) was published in 1974.  The text was written by Ronald A. Klug and the music is by Dale 
Wood.   
 

This hymn was written by Klug after a colleague at Augsburg Publishing House requested that 
he write a hymn for the Epiphany season.  It was inspired by a reading from Isaiah: “Arise, 
shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.  For darkness 
shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and 
his glory will appear over you.”  (Isaiah 60:1-2 NRSV) It was this passage from Isaiah that 
inspired the hymn. “  It was published in a bulletin insert for the fourth Sunday in Epiphany (the 
first Sunday in February) in 1974. The gospel that day was Luke 4:21-30, where Jesus went to 
the synagogue with the people on the Sabbath and read the scroll from Isaiah 42. 
Klug writes, “It was published in a bulletin insert for the fourth Sunday of Epiphany in 1974.  
 
 The gospel that day was Luke 4:21-30, where Jesus went to the synagogue with the people 
on the Sabbath and read the scroll from Isaiah 42, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me…to bring 
good news to the poor…release the captives,’ Or, in the words of the hymn, ‘Christ the Lord 
has entered our human story,’ and, evil is ‘reeling.’  So ‘rise, shine,’ celebrate, and hurl ‘your 
songs and prayers against the darkness.’” 
 
This marvelous hymn has been published in nine hymnals, which include worship books from 
other denominations.  That means that we are not alone in singing this great hymn!   As we 
learn this hymn together, take time to read the text.  Before you know it, you will begin to feel 
quite familiar with this “new” hymn! 

On Sunday, July 10th, we will celebrate Thanksgiving for Baptism.  All those with July baptismal 
birthdays are invited forward to light their baptismal candle as part of the liturgy during the Gathering 
portion of worship.  Please bring your own baptismal candle, if you still have it!  If you need a candle, 
one will be provided.  As we rejoice with all those celebrating their birthdays, the entire assembly also 
gives thanks for their own baptisms.   

         Maxine Wilson 
         Robert Richter 

Mike Riggs 
Max Bruce Muilenburg 



 8 

 

President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Carter 

Secretary ................................   Marshall Wegner 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry ......................   Gary Tamburello 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Carter 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry .....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

  Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the August Contact is July 12. 




