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Dear Members and Friends of Memorial Drive Lutheran,  

 October is upon us and we are thriving!  On Sunday, September 20, 
we had 76 in worship which as I understand was above our “average.”  
Rally Day was a lot of fun as we processed into the sanctuary singing “Lift 
High The Cross.” 

 Some members have asked me “How can we make our church 
grow?”  My answer as a church growth Pastor is very important: “What 
keeps our church from growing?”  Little by little, I am trying to remove those 
things that are obstacles.  A few weeks ago I took out the phrase “All who 
are baptized may receive Holy Communion.”  While that has been a 
doctrinal staple of the Lutheran Church (and Catholics before that), it isn’t a 
very welcoming phrase to anyone who comes looking for hope and the 
grace of God.  In my last interim, we also took out the phrase and said all 
are welcomed to receive the grace of God.  What happened?  After a few 
months, everyone of them (9) came to be baptized!  Thanks be to God.  
There is a whole historical reason that the early church HAD to have that in 
their doctrine.  The world is very different now. 

 What else might keep us from growing?  How about this month, would 
all of you think of someone in our own membership you haven’t seen in a 
very long time, and give them a call, and PERSONALLY invite them.  I think 
before we have OUTREACH we take a peek and intentionally have 
INREACH.  What should you say?  Say what the Bible said where Phillip 
invited Nathaniel “Come and See!”  Don’t talk about me, but if you are 
finding a deep spiritual home here at Memorial Drive as you attend Bible 
Study and Worship, please tell your friends who may have stopped coming.  
When they come, introduce them to me!  Let all who come, feel welcomed! 

Let’s have a great month in Christ,  

Pastor Kelly,  
Interim  
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President                                       Mike Riggs  

 

The research shows that the time between permanent pastors – the call period – is 
a golden opportunity for a congregation to discern where God may be calling it.  
This time is a window for reflection, for contemplation, for listening to God’s voice.  
Sometimes God’s plans seem to call us to continue on the same path.  Other times 
it seems certain God is calling us to walk in a new direction.  Are we listening?  Are 
we praying for discernment and wisdom? Are we open to new opportunities?  Yes, 
we are! 

Virtually out of the blue last month an opportunity came knocking.  A small group of 
native Swahili speakers (primarily folks who emigrated from Tanzania over the 
years) are starting an ELCA mission congregation here in Houston.  A similar start-
up began holding services in Dallas some time ago, and interest in beginning a new 
congregation in Houston is keen.  The Synod asked MDLC whether it would 
consider partnering with this synodically authorized worshipping community 
(“SAWC” for short), the Umoja International Church, by allowing it to use our 
facilities for their worship services.   

Pastor Kelly and I met with Pastor Absalom (the leader of Umoja, which means 
“unity” in Swahili) in mid-September, and the Council then prayerfully considered 
this opportunity.  I am pleased to report that the Council has determined that MDLC 
is just the place for this young worshipping community to call home.  Umoja will 
begin holding Swahili language worship services on Saturday evenings in late 
October or November. 

It is so satisfying to be able to offer up our home to this group.  I cannot describe the 
joy I saw in their leaders’ eyes as they walked through the sanctuary, envisioning a 
chance some day to worship our God in that beautiful and special place, nor the 
happiness I saw on their faces as they walked through the Fellowship Hall, 
dreaming of the meals they may eat and the community they may develop there.  
And remember, these brothers and sisters in Christ are fellow Lutherans – if we 
attended one of their services we might not understand many of the words, but we 
would feel the same joy and be inspired by the same Spirit.    

Certain details are still to be worked out, but they will be.  Please keep Umoja and 

this new relationship in your prayers.  And sometime soon, we will invite our new 

friends to worship with us, and they may invite us to worship with them.  I can only 

imagine the joyous sound those worship services will make! 
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Worship & Music Ministry             Joyce Kennedy 

Worship and Music Upcoming Dates in October 2015: 

10/03/2015—Saturday, Blessing of the Animals 10;00 a.m. 

10/10/2015—Autumn All-Church Work Day & Cleanup- Includes Altar Guild 

10/11/2015—Congregational Meeting—Election of Council & Nominating  

                     Committee 

10/18/2015—Worship and Music Meeting after church- anyone may attend 

10/25/2015—Reformation Sunday 

11/01/2015— All Saints Sunday 

Blessing of the Animals 

at 

Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

October 3rd at 10:00 AM 

This event is held in celebration of the patron saint of animals,  

Saint Francis of Assisi. 

All are welcome!!! 
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 Learning Ministry         Karen Whitefield 

 
 
We had a blast on Rally Day, with an awesome water slide,  
a great lunch and sno-cones! The weather was perfect and 
the kids got to slide to their hearts content. Thank you to 
my special supporters for helping to fund this fun 
treat! 
 
 

We continue with youth education from 9:15-10:15 am each Sun-
day morning. Currently we have three age groups of youth so that 
we may have age appropriate lessons and activities. We plan to 
partner with Christ the Servant to begin confirmation classes for 
two of our youth. 
 
 

Thank you for a grand garage sale! I would like to thank all who donated items, 
helped price and sort, and those who helped the day of the sale. Special thanks go 
to: Carol McBride, Nedra Berger, Janet Zaozirny, Nancy McMurray, Tomiko 
Mita-Mayo, Barbara Elrod, Ellen Carter, Mike and Elaine Riggs, Linda and Ron 
Richter, Angela Richter, Margaret and Mel Dosch, Ruth Gerum, Jean and Glen 
Dorow, Lotty Evertsz, Pastor Kelly and Monica. We earned over $1,500 to go to-
ward Youth Ministry and benevolence donations, and our sale made a lot of people 
very happy. 

 

Philippians 4:7 New International Version (NIV) 
 

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

 

 
On Sunday October 18th we will fill care packages  
for our college aged youth and home bound members.  
Collection boxes will be in the Narthex and office this  
month through the 18th. Thank you for spreading some 
autumn cheer! 
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Memorial Drive Lutheran In Partnership 

 
 Did you know that Memorial Drive Lutheran has started to partner with two 
other ELCA congregations in our area? 
 
 
We are partners with Covenant Lutheran on Barker Cypress as they have agreed 
to help us as we do the backpack ministry for those who seek asylum and need 
supplies as they are sent to families by bus. 
 
 
We are partners with Christ the Servant (4 miles from us on Wilcrest just north of Westheimer) as 
they consider the backpack program.  In addition, our 2 Confirmation students will join their 3 
students to make a little class of 5 which will meet at Christ the Servant on the first Sunday of the 
month.  Pastor Jim and their youth director, JT, will do the bulk of the teaching and Pastor Kelly will 
attend most if not all the classes also teaching when appropriate. 

 
 
Christ the Servant also does sandwiches twice a month for the 
homeless in Houston.  On the first and third Monday of the month 
several of their members gather from 3-5 making the sandwiches all 
donated by their members.  Already, 2 of our members have assisted 
in making sandwiches.  In addition anyone may join their crew in the 
distribution of sandwiches, usually about 240 per night.  Check with 
Pastor Kelly on the details of that. 
 
  
 

 
Finally, Christ the Servant makes cookies twice a year for the Kairos program to inmates.  Again, all 
the makings for the cookies are there at CTS and there is a signup sheet in the narthex for the three 
days this October.  Some of you might like to join those making dozens of cookies! 
   Tuesday, October 8—12 noon to 8:00 pm 
   Wednesday, October 7—12:00 noon to 8:00 pm 
   Thursday, October 8—12:00 noon to 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smaller churches like ours with these partnerships can have a great impact on our outreach.  
Thanks be to God for these new opportunities!  Jump in as the Lord leads and meet others who 
share the love of Jesus with those less fortunate. 
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Worship Participants  

Please volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

 

October 4 

 

October 11 

Congregation 

Meeting 

October 18 

October 25 

Reformation 

Sunday 

Assisting  
Minister 

Joyce Kennedy John McMurray Glen Dorow Hub Tett 

Lector Scott Pierce Mike Riggs Scott Pierce Pam Tett 

Communion  
Server 

Angela Richter Doris Bosse Ron Richter Doris Bosse 

Usher Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Charles Gerum Stuart Moen 

Acolyte  Kennedy Havens   

Greeter Barbara Elrod 
Margaret and Mel 

Dosch 
Jay Etheredge Ellen Carter 

Altar Guild Joyce Kennedy 
Elaine and Mike 

Riggs 

Tomiko Mita 

Mayo 

Suzanne Locheed 

Martha Satterwhite 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers 
Anna and Odd 

Eiesland 
Doris Bosse Agnes Barrett Ellen Carter 
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 Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

As we journey through the fall, there are a number of wonderful 
festivals in the church calendar.  There is Reformation Day on 
October 31 and All Saints on November 1.  But one new thing 
that we will be observing is the Blessing of the Animals.  This is 
normally celebrated on or around October 4, which is the day 
that we recognize St. Francis of Assisi, whom many honor as 
the lover of animals.  We will observe the Blessing of the 
Animals on Saturday, October 3 at 10:00 am.  
 
The Blessing of the Animals is a beautiful service where people 
bring their family pets to receive a blessing.  It has gained a bit 
of a following in recent years.  It makes sense for that to be the 
case.  Families love their pets.  We welcome a pet into our family with great joy and we 
mourn the loss of that dear animal when they die. 
 
Do bring your pet on October 3 for this wonderful rite!  All animals need to be contained, for 
the safety of everyone attending.  They can be on a leash, which works well for dogs.  Or 
they can be in an animal carrier, if you have a cat, hamster, snake, or gerbil.  Of course, 
there are other animals that can be included.  At my last parish twin boys brought their pet 
rats! 
 
Consider bringing a donation of pet food on this day.  All donations will be given to a local 
animal shelter to feed the animals at that facility.  It is a way of helping others as we give 
thanks for the animals in our lives. 
 
Last of all, invite others!  This is a great outreach opportunity!  We all know people who 
would benefit from this particular worship service.  Invite your friends, neighbors, and those 
you know who have a family pet.  This service will be a great introduction to MDLC. 
 
As we approach October 3, we are reminded of the hymn attributed to St. Francis of Assisi,  
All Creatures, Worship God Most High!   The first stanza of this hymn states, “All creatures, 
worship God most high!  Sound ev’ry voice in earth and sky: Alleluia! Alleluia!  Sing, brother 
sun, in splendor bright; sing, sister moon and stars of night: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!” 
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MDLC News 

 

Memorial Drive Community Garden 
Time to Enroll for the Fall Garden 

 

New registration is open and we have plenty of plots available for 
free, you only provide the plants or seed, compost and fertilizer. 
All organic produce that you grow belongs to you. If you wish to 
learn about gardening we can arrange free sessions covering the 
basic principles so that you will have a successful gardening ex-
perience and a plentiful harvest to share with your friends and 
neighbors.  Information can be found at http://mdlc.org/ministries/
servicefellowship/community-garden.html to enroll or contact the 
church at 713-467-9443  

We need you!  Let the Worship & Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you 

and become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!   

Please check your schedule for available Sundays to be able to become one of the following— Usher, 
Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money 

Counter.  

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really need you!  Thank you!                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                                  Worship & Music Ministry 

Better Side of Fifty 

On Thursday October 22, BSOF Trip is going to the 
“famous” Spaghetti Lunch at Whitney Oaks Hall and then 
to the Buffalo Soldiers Museum. 

Save the date!!! Sign up in Narthex! 

  SEMI-ANNUAL ALL CHURCH WORKDAY!!! 

Please  Join us on Saturday, October 10, 2015 for our semi-annual all church cleanup and workday, 
beginning around 9:00 A.M. Lunch will be provided! Feel free to come and go as you please. A signup 
sheet is available in the narthex. If you have specific projects that you’d like to see accomplished on that 
day, please let me know! Thank you for the opportunity to serve on the Property Ministry of Memorial 
Drive Lutheran Church. I look forward to seeing you then and I want to thank you in advance for your 
help!                                       Stuart Moen  

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 15 

A Thanksgiving type meal will be served and reservations will be taken during the month of Oc-

tober.  We will turn in our Time & Talent sheets during worship service.  Please plan to attend!! 

http://mdlc.org/ministries/servicefellowship/community-garden.html
http://mdlc.org/ministries/servicefellowship/community-garden.html
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church             Prayer Request Card 

For (name):  __________________________________    Date:__________ 

Need:  

Surgery (   )  Treatment (   )  Recuperating (   )  Other __________________ 

Requested by:_________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________________ 

Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________ 

 

Happy Anniversary 
October 

Happy Birthday 
October 

 22  Dorothy and Richard Edmund 

28  Ruth and Charles Gerum 

Congregational Meeting   

There will be a congregational meeting 
immediately following worship service on 
Sunday, October 11, to elect Council Members  
and the 2016 Nominating Committee.  

  3  Mia Eiesland 
  4  Laura Smith 
  6  Ann Oyen 
  7  Ruth Gerum 
  7  Fred England 
  8  Pam Tett 
  8  Charles White 
  8  Clarence Zaozirny 
  9  Halina Weium 
13  Burt Hughes 
15  Doris Bosse 
17  Doris Pierce 
19 Madison Hann 
25  Chris Etheredge 
27  Terry Satterwhite 
31  Elizabeth Pierce 

 

The Service Ministry is working on updating the contact information for the Prayer Chain at 
MDLC and we need your help!  Currently the Service Ministry is considering setting up two 
Prayer Chains—a phone tree and an e-mail tree.  If you are interested in either or both of the 
Chains, please contact Susan Fisher at 281-484-4955 or e-mail sbfisher8@comcast.net. The 
Service Ministry would really appreciate your input. Thank you so much! 
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President…………………………...  Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................ …..  Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................ …..  Karen Carter 

Treasurer ............................... …..  Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry………...  Joyce Kennedy 

Learning Ministry .................... …..  Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry . …..  Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry .................... …..  Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry ....... …..  Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ................... …..  Ron Richter 

Support Ministry ..................... …..  Gary Tamburello 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor Stephen Kelly, Interim  
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

 

 
    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the November Contact is October 12. 


