
   

 

 

Pastor’s Page 

   

I thank my God in all my remembrances of you, 

always and in every prayer of mine for you all, making my prayer with 

joy, thankful for your partnership in the Gospel until now. 

Philippians 1:3-5 
 

This, of course, has been, is, and will remain Dawn’s and my prayer 
concerning you.  We continue our life among you until June 30 and my 
retirement from full-time pastoral ministry.   
 
Paul wrote this Letter to the Philippians some ten years after he planted First 
Christian Church in the city about 50 AD (Acts 16:1-40), the first Christian 
Church in Europe.  They supported Paul throughout the rest of his ministry.   
 
We at MDLC have supported Andrew and Barbara Hinderlie, missionaries in 
Africa, for many years.  They have now returned to the United States and to 
parish ministry.  We will continue supporting missionaries!   
 
At our April Meeting our Congregation Council adopted two new missionary-
ministries: 

 Susan Smith is a missionary to the Lutheran Church in the Central 
African Republic (LCCAR), a sister church to our Gulf Coast Synod, with 
a specialty in Christian Education.  

 Anne and Willie Langdji are regional missionaries (like the Hinderlies) 
working in West and Central Africa, including the LCCAR. 

 
We thank Gulf Coast Synod Bishop Michael Rinehart for helping us connect 
with these partners sharing God’s Very Good News of our risen Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Pastor Zetto 
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President                                       Mike Riggs  

 
By now I trust you all have heard the news that Pastor is retiring after four decades of 
pastoral ministry, the last five years here at MDLC. Pastor and Dawn now are beginning a 
new stage of their lives.  They will be moving to Montgomery County, closer to their kids/
grandkids but still near enough that we will certainly see them from time to time at some 
function or event or restaurant.  The Zettos’ last Sunday here at MDLC will be June 28 – 
please plan to join us for worship that day and stay to enjoy the complimentary barbecue 
lunch we will share in their honor! 
 

The Zettos will not be the only ones experiencing change in their lives over the next several 
months – change will be coming for the congregation as well.  After Pastor’s last Sunday with 
us, Pastor Blair Lundborg will lead worship on July 5 and July 12.  Pastor Blair works for the 
Synod, with one of his responsibilities being overseeing the call process.  We may have a 
few more Sundays of supply pastors after that, but at some point the Synod will provide an 
interim pastor to serve with us as our call process is carried out.  That process will not start 
until after Pastor Zetto finishes his ministry here and we have had our chance to say our 
goodbyes to Dawn and him. 
 

We will hold a congregational meeting on June 21 to elect the call committee that will meet, 
discern, and eventually recommend a pastor to be called as our minister.  One of Pastor 
Zetto’s last pastoral acts here at MDLC will be installing the call committee on June 28. Our 
constitution requires that the call committee have at least six members, besides me (as 
Council President; I will be the convener of the committee).  Pastor Lundborg will assist as 
we start this process, and the committee will receive assistance from another pastor who will 
mentor and guide us throughout the entire call period.  As most of you know, the call process 
usually takes several months to complete.  I urge all of us to be patient during this time – we 
often don’t know exactly where the Holy Spirit is leading us or when our discernment process 
will be complete, but we know and trust the Holy Spirit will be with us every step of that 
journey.   
 

Pastor and Dawn have had an integral role in our congregation and our lives the last five 
years – their love, friendship, and ministry will be missed.  We are in a much different place 
as a congregation than we were before Pastor and Dawn arrived in 2010.  We have been 
strengthened by and during Pastor and Dawn’s ministry with us, and we are ready now for a 
new pastor to join us as we continue to live out our daily calling as Christ’s disciples.  Not 
many of us eagerly look forward to change – it has a way of making us a little anxious, filled 
with a bit of doubt.  As Pastor told us in his sermon just a couple of Sundays ago, anxiety 
and doubt are not the opposite of faith, but rather are very much a part of the faith we cling 
to.  

 

I will close for now with “amen”.  Growing up I think I believed “amen” was the Biblical or 
theological equivalent of “the end”.  I have come to learn that “amen” has a very different 
meaning: it translates pretty closely to “so be it” or “it certainly will be”.  It is an affirmation 
that what the Lord promises will most certainly be.  And He has promised to be with us 
always, and He will be! 
 

Mike Riggs 
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Are you unable to be at church?   
Pastor Zetto will be glad to commune you at home.   

Call the church office (713-468-9443) or Pastor at home (281-599-0885). 

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb” 

Sermon Topics       

  3 May –  5
th
 Sunday of Easter “To Stick Fast” John 15:5 

 
10 May –  6

th
 Sunday of Easter “For Faith-Full friendship” John 15:12 

 
17 May – 7

th
 Sunday of Easter “To Be Worldly” John 17:15 

 
24 May – Feast of Pentecost “Growing Testimony” John 15:27 

 

Worship Plans for Eastertide  
 

“Empowered by the Empty Tomb” 
 

There is no Christian Faith without Easter.  Without Easter Jesus is simply a first-century 
philosopher proclaiming a life of self-less love.  But with Easter, with the absolute affirma-
tion that Death Is Not Deadly; with divine love, forgiveness, and empowerment; with a very 
alive and lively Jesus; we have a Faith that empowers us individually and as a Family-of-
God to move ourselves, our community, and our nation into new, different, and life-
affirming relationships.  Just so, we as God’s People believe and proclaim. 
 

 Empowered … 
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Pastor’s “Schedule” 
 

 

 

 

 

28 Apr Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 
  3 May Sun At Church (Graduating) Senior Sunday 
  12:00 Noon Outreach Ministry Meeting 
  
 

  5 May Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
 
10 May Sun   12:00 Noon Executive Committee Meeting 
 
12 May  Tue 9:30 am Pastors’ Bible Study; Christ the Servant 
  7:15 pm Congregation Council Meeting 
 
14 May  Thu    12:00 Noon Central Houston Lutheran Pastors at MDLC 
 
17 May Sun    12:00 Noon        Fellowship Potluck 

Shalom/Peace and Parkinson’s Disease at MDLC 

As many of you know, The Congregation Council operates with the concept that 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church is a place of Shalom/Peace, a place where 
healing, wholeness, and empowerment are shared with the community.  We ask 
our members to be Agents of Shalom through our contributions to Memorial 
Assistance Ministries (MAM), etc., through our donations of Peanut Butter to the 
Food Bank and our Nautical Christmas Gift (Shoe) Boxes to sailors through our 
Houston Port Ministries, and through our general operating principle of opening our 
doors to agencies and programs which help people. 
 
One of our “traditional” constituents has been the Houston Area Parkinson Society 
(HAPS).  For many years HAPS has had a Tuesday Program in our Fellowship 
Hall.  In 2014, thanks to MDLC’s Terry Satterwhite, M.D., they launched what has 
proven to be a very successful pilot project on Fridays.  The pilot project is now a 
HAPS program!  The details are outlined in an article by Dr. Satterwhite, copied on 
the next two pages.  Read it and see how God’s Shalom continues strong through 
our ministry of hospitality. 
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Worship Participants  

Please 
volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants 

May 3 
May 10 

Mother’s Day 
May 17 

May 24 

Pentecost 

May 31 

Trinity Sunday 

Assisting  
Minister 

Glen Dorow Dawn Zetto Joyce Kennedy Joyce Kennedy Hub Tett 

Lector 
Jo Ann 

Peschel 
Mike Riggs Karen Carter Scott Pierce Karen Whitefield 

Communion  
Server 

Elaine Riggs Angela Richter Ron Richter      Doris Bosse Doris Bosse 

Ushers Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen Stuart Moen  

Acolyte 
Alessandra 

Carter 
Paige Pierce Luke Whitefield Paige Pierce Ashlyn Whitefield 

Greeter Barbara Elrod 
Ron & Angela 

Richter 
Susan Fischer Susan Fischer Charles Gerum 

Altar Guild 
Elaine & Mike 

Riggs 

Elaine & Mike 

Riggs 
Margaret Bauer Joyce Kennedy Joyce Kennedy 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers 
Ruth & Charles  

Gerum 

Linda & Ron 
Richter 

Janet & Clarence 

Zaozirny 
Doris Bosse Altar Guild 
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Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord while 
you are volunteering!!! 

Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you and become 
a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please check your schedule to 
see if you are available on Sundays to be one of the following— Usher, 
Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild 
member, and Money Counter.  
 

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really need you!  
Thank you!  
                                                         Worship & Music Ministry 
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 Director of Church Music     Pamela Tamburello 

  

As we get closer to summer, the year in the Church makes a shift, much like the “real 
world” that transitions into the summer/vacation months.   Following the Day of Pentecost 
(Sunday, May 24

th
) we enter into the season of Pentecost, beginning with Trinity Sunday, 

which falls on Sunday,  May 31
st
.  

 

The Church during this time after Pentecost reflects the 
themes of “green-ness” and growth.  The color in the 
Sanctuary is green, with the exception of festivals 
during this time (such as Trinity Sunday).  Some 
congregations encourage their members to bring their 
home-grown flowers and plants to the church on 
Saturday evening or early Sunday morning to be 
placed as arrangements at the entrance, around the 
font, next to the place of the word, and near the 
Eucharistic Table.  With this simple practice, the gifts of 
the earth and human labor adorn the space and 
demonstrate a community’s desire to see its own gifts shared with everyone present.  
When this is done, the “greening” power alive in an assembly’s natural surroundings 
serves as praise of the one “from whom all blessings flow” so abundantly in the days and 
weeks of summer. 

 

This season, being one of some length (the season of Pentecost lasts until fall), is a time 
of light and growth, not only in the natural world that 
God created but also in our personal lives.  
Sometimes this season of the year is referred to as 
“ordinary time” but in the lives of children, there is no 
ordinary time!  Help children discover and appreciate 
the world around them by displaying some of the 
wonders of God’s world on a “creation table” in the 
gathering space or another central place at home.  
Encourage children to bring in treasures they find 
such as a beautiful crystal rock, a feather from a 
visiting bird, or a sand-and-shell picture they have 
created after a trip to the beach. 

 

This can also be a time of growth for the grown-ups.  Dive into being a part of a bible 
study here at Memorial Drive Lutheran Church!  Call the church office to find out what is 
being offered, or visit the church’s website at mdlc.org. 

 

May this season bring God’s “green-ness” into all of our lives! 
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Outreach Ministry                        Ron Richter

Memorial Drive Community Garden Update 

April was an exciting month for the Community Garden at MDLC. All the beds are 
planted and a rain barrel has been installed by the Education building. MDLC had a 
booth with a video showing at the ELCA Gulf Coast Synod Assembly spotlighting our 
garden ministry which was well received and a number of ELCA churches were 
interested in starting a garden for their community.   A Group Gardening day that meets 
every Wednesday before Dr. Howard Jones’s class at 9:30 was started for those 
interested in sharing the gardening activities and harvest. Plans are to have a potluck 
once a quarter at the peak of the harvest season from produce harvested from the 
garden. 

The garden is loving the weather, you can tell by seeing the tomatoes, peppers and 
summer squash already setting blooms. Also the peach tree and pomegranate tree that 
were planted last year have fruit!!  We look forward to a great spring growing season.  
Come out, take a look and join us!  
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                     MAY IS FILLED WITH ACTIVITY! 

 
To fulfill God's purpose for the church to love 
God— Worship and Music must be a priority. It 
sets the mood for praise and worship of the 
Trinity,  to hear the gospel and receive the gift of 
salvation. 

 
The month of May, 2015, is filled with exciting 
services and events.  
 
We will be celebrating Senior Sunday on May 
3rd—CONGRATULATIONS to our senior 
graduate - SIDNEY WEILNAU!  
 
May 10th - Thanksgiving for Baptism for those 
renewing their baptismal vows and Mother's Day 
is the day of honoring mothers and celebrating motherhood which is always the second 
Sunday in May.  President Woodrow Wilson made it an official national holiday in 1914, just 
over one hundred years ago.  
 
Communion Kits will be blessed on the third Sunday of the month, May 17th - along with a 
very special recognition for Worship and Music Participants Appreciation during the service 
with a potluck lunch in your/their honor immediately after worship service.  

 
Celebration of Pentecost is on May 24th and will 
bring the sharing of the Spirit of the new life God 
gives in our Risen Lord. The spirits of the Lord will 
enliven our faith, gladden our friends, ourselves, 
and deepen our generosity in preparation for 
changes and celebration. May 24th is also 
Memorial Day Weekend to honor, recognize and 
give to the glory of God, with joy, our thanks to all 
who have sacrificed their lives serving in the 
military defending our nation and  preserving 
today's freedom.  
 
May 31st is the last Sunday in May.   
 
May 2015 is an exciting time in our church year. 
Bring yourself, family, and friends.  

Worship & Music Ministry             Joyce Kennedy 
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     PANTRY ITEMS NEEDED FOR MAM IN MAY 

As you know, MDLC supports Memorial Assistance Ministries 
(MAM).  MAM is requesting Home Care items and MDLC will 
be collecting these items during the month of May.  All 
contributions will be helpful.  A box marked MAM will be in 
the Narthex for contributions.   

Pantry items needed are as follows: 
 Paper towels 
 Toilet paper 
 Laundry detergent 
 Cleaning items 
Thank you for supporting MAM and the needy in our Spring Branch Area. 

Happy Birthday  
May 

  2 Charles Gerum 
  5 Margaret Dosch 
10 Angela Richter 
15 Leslie Pierce 
15 Helen Schauer 
18 Agnes Barrett 
22 Rickie Hughes 
26 Ronnie Mekala 
27 Melvin Dosch 

Happy Anniversary 
  5  Jean and Glen Dorow 
24  Elaine and Mike Riggs 
28  Helen and Robert Schauer 

“O Mary, noble, tender virgin, you 
have borne a child; this I want 
more than robes and guldens, 

yea, more than my body and life.”  

Martin Luther 

Happy Mother’s  Day! 

Changes to Missionary Support in Central African Republic 

After serving many years as missionaries in Africa the Pastor 
Andrew Hinderlie has taken a call in the Eastern Washington-Idaho 
Synod. We thank the Hinderlie’s for all of their work during this time 
and wish them Godspeed. As a result of this there has been a 
change in the way mission work is done in Africa splitting 
Education and Health Ministries.  

Susan Smith is now the missionary in Central Africa as an 
Education Advisor. She supports Village Education creating 
elementary schools, Sunday School curriculums, adult literacy and 
Bible school in villages which have none.  

Anne and Willie Langdji are ELCA representatives for West and 
Central Africa focusing on sustainability and capacity building, 
working with churches and missionaries in Central Africa, 
Cameroon and Nigeria.  

The council voted to fund both of these programs at the same level 
budgeted ($6,000 a year) allocating 50% to each.  We look forward 
to our partnership with both missionaries in the important work of 
spreading the gospel and impacting the lives of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  
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President ···························   Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................   Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................   Karen Carter 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry .....................   Ron Campbell 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry .   Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry ....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry .......   Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ...................   Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pastor J. Jeffrey Zetto     Email:  jjdrz10@aol.com or jjdrz@mdlc.org 
Pamela Tamburello        Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

 

 

    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the June Contact is May 12. 


