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I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 
I Corinthians 3:6 

[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease. 
John 3:30 

 

Dawn and I thank you for five wonderful years sharing together the grace, 

love, forgiveness, and empowerment of Jesus Christ.  We rejoice that the 

Holy Spirit has generated so much love and enthusiasm in our midst and 

empowered new and significant ways of outreach to our community. 

 

The Congregation Council has contracted with Pastor Steve Kelly to be the 

Interim Pastor and to guide MDLC through the Call Process.  I know Steve 

well, he is part of our Tuesday morning Pastors’ Bible Study and receives 

my highest recommendation.   

 

One of the most difficult principles in Pastoral Ethics is that pastors must 

completely disconnect from their congregations when they cease to be the 

local pastor.  This means we cannot do Pastoral Acts (weddings, funerals, 

baptisms, etc.) or be pastorally present (“in uniform”) without the approval 

and request of the pastor and/or Congregation Council.  This is necessary 

so that the succeeding pastor can actually be the pastor of the 

congregation1.  We also have to be careful joining another congregation, 

lest our presence disturb the existing pastor-congregation relationship.  

Dawn and I continue to pray for you and carry you close in our hearts.  

Open your hearts to Pastor Kelly.  God bless you all. 
 

Pastor Zetto 

1
John the Baptizer pointed to Jesus and said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world” (He is what I am about.).  John 1:29, 36. 
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President                                       Mike Riggs  

Jesus: “The light of the Empty Tomb” 

Could I do that? Would I have the strength?   

Would I be able to forgive, as God forgives? 
 

The tragic story filled the air waves and newspapers, after a young man killed nine 

Christians in Charleston, South Carolina.  There will be a lot of attention on the young man 

in the coming weeks and months, and the big question most will ask will be “why”?  But in 

the immediate aftermath, at least as much attention has been given to the folks who greeted 

this young man at their Wednesday evening Bible study.  They welcomed him, included 

him, and when his demeanor turned angry they tried peaceful conversation.  When his 

intentions became clear, they tried to protect each other, stepping in front of friends and 

relatives to shield them.  Nine good people died.  “Why”? 

 

But that is not the question that first comes to mind for me just a few days after this incident.  

The question that jumps out is “how”?  How could friends and relatives of these innocents, 

just two days after the attack, forgive this young man and ask God to be merciful to him?  In 

open court, at the arraignment, several honestly addressed the young man, telling him how 

much pain he had caused, how hurt they were, and yet stating publicly that they forgave 

him, that they were praying for God to have mercy on him.  “How”?      

 

There is only one explanation – they are filled with the Lord’s grace and living by and 

through that grace.   

 

I want to live like these amazing Christians in Charleston.  They open their church doors to 

the community – even to someone very different than themselves.  They study God’s word 

together, seeking to grow in wisdom and faith.  When confronted they do not meekly back 

away, but speak a word of peace.  When facing death, they put their entire trust in Christ 

Jesus and the salvation He has procured.  And when heartbroken, they forgive those who 

have shattered their world.   That is living out one’s faith.  

  

That is what I want to do! 
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 Call Process  

On June 14, the congregation elected the call committee that will lead the discernment for 
selecting MDLC’s next senior pastor.  The seven members of the committee are Karen 
Whitefield, Angela Richter, Jane Brownlee, Marshall Wegner, Hub Tett, Mel Dosch and Glen 
Dorow; Mike Riggs will serve as an ex officio member.  The committee’s work will begin in July 
when it receives orientation from Pastor Blair Lundborg, Assistant to the Bishop and the Synod 
liaison for the call process.  Pastor Lundborg is going to lead worship on July 5 and July 12, and 
immediately after the service on July 12 he will give a presentation to the congregation on the 
call process – please plan to attend worship that day and stay for the presentation. 
 

The Council has hired an interim pastor, Pastor Steve Kelly, who will lead services starting 
August 2.  Pastor Kelly’s first call was in California in 1971, his final full-time call was at St. 
Martin’s Lutheran in Houston/Sugar Land, and he “retired” in 2011.  Since his “retirement” he 
has served as an interim pastor at Peace Lutheran (in Pasadena) and at Covenant Lutheran (in 
Houston); both of those were long-term, as he led Peace for 18 months and Covenant for 26 
months due to the circumstances at those churches. 
 

We have contracted with Pastor Steve for 6 months, with the opportunity to extend if our call 
process is still ongoing.  Once he has gotten settled, Pastor Steve will serve as the call 
committee’s coach and the committee’s work will begin in earnest.   The first phase of the call 
process involves the committee developing a “ministry site profile”, which will include statistics 
on area demographics, give a history of MDLC, summarize the current state and condition of the 
congregation, and describe a vision for where MDLC is headed.  The profile will outline what 
experiences and strengths we would like the new senior pastor to have.  It is likely to take two or 
three months to develop the profile, which the Council will also review. 
 

Once the profile is completed, it will be provided to the Synod. Pastor Lundborg will then search 
the ELCA’s national pastor database to find pastoral candidates that could be a good match for 
us based on the MDLC profile.  It likely will take two to four weeks for his work to be done.  
Individual pastors likewise will be able to access the profile and offer themselves as candidates.  
Members of MDLC can also nominate candidates.  The Synod will compile a list, likely six to 
eight ministers, for the Call Committee to interview – each candidate will have his/her personal 
profile for the committee to consider.  Candidates that appeal to the committee will be invited for 
second interviews, and quite possibly one or more candidates will be observed leading a 
worship service at their current church. 
 

Once the committee has completed its discernment and set its eyes on one candidate, the 
pastor and his/her family will be invited to meet the congregation and lead a special worship 
service.  If all goes well, six to twelve months from now the congregation will be asked to vote on 
calling a new pastor.   
 

There will be excitement, frustration, joy and disappointment in searching for a new pastor – 
there always is.  Most of all there will need to be patience, as the call process is intended to be a 
period of time for reflection and discernment, both by us and the pastors we will be meeting.    
The committee will periodically provide updates to the congregation as the discernment process 
moves forward.  If anyone has questions or suggestions as the process proceeds, do not 
hesitate to talk with any committee member.      

President                                       Mike Riggs  
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Worship Participants  

Please volunteer: 
Worship 

Participants July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 

Assisting  
Minister 

Joyce Kennedy Gary Tamburello Marilyn Mekala Hub Tett 

Lector Scott Pierce Joyce Kennedy Scott Pierce Joyce Kennedy 

Communion  
Server 

Angela Richter Doris Bosse Joyce Kennedy Angela Richter 

Usher 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Stuart Moen Stuart Moen  Stuart Moen 

Acolyte Paige Pierce Alessandra Carter Paige Pierce  

Greeter Barbara Elrod Doris Bosse Mary Hodde 
Margaret and Mel 

Dosch 

Altar Guild Joyce Kennedy Joyce Kennedy Joyce Kennedy Joyce Kennedy 

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter Linda Richter 

Flowers 
Joyce Kennedy & 

Victoria Mattson 
Carter Family Leah Hartwig Doris Bosse 
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 Director of Church Music       Pamela Tamburello 

While the church’s year of grace begins in late November or early December with 
the first Sunday in Advent, it is during that summer that many churches are busy 
making preparations for the fall.  The school calendar marks a different beginning in 
Christian communities: the swell of activity that takes place as school begins and 
vacations come to an end.  Choirs resume rehearsing and educational programs 
reconvene.  Life seems to speed up as temperatures begin to cool gradually 
(perhaps too gradually here in Texas), as we journey towards winter. 
 

As we gradually approach the fall, churches are thinking about how they can 
integrate new families and visitors into the patterns and traditions of a congregation.  
Some questions asked may include:  Will we have a traditional Rally Day, when 
everyone gathers together after a summer of vacations and sun?  How about a 
congregational picnic or a video or DVD playing in the gathering space, showing 
children’s and family events from the past year to generate excitement for the 
coming year?  How can worship welcome newcomers and members alike, from the 
youngest children to the oldest members? 
 

Keep in mind that everyone, child, teen, or adult, learns best when experiencing 
something.  Traditional patterns of words and movements are comforting, especially 
to someone who may have just moved into our area and transferred from another 
church.  Children easily learn worship patterns by participating.  When having 
personal family devotions, remember that different worship practices (prayer, 
kneeling, etc.) involve more than one sense.   
 

Young children especially are tactile learners, so by involving the entire body in 
worship movements they will actively participate as full members of the body of 
Christ.  Actions can and do speak louder than words.  Parents (and all adult 
worshippers) can foster and encourage children’s participation in worship.  For 
families with children, a book entitled Every Day and Sunday, Too (by Gail 
Ramshow, illustrated by Judy Jarrett, Augsburg Fortress, 1996) can help families 
link portions of the worship service to familiar daily activities. 
 

For young families, where is the best place to sit in worship?  Consider sitting in or 
near the front!  That idea can sound a little daunting, but consider moving closer 
where children can see the action that takes place during worship.  The closer the 
children are, the more engaged they will be. 
 
As we journey toward the fall season, start thinking now about how to be involved in 
worship, daily devotions, and enriching our spiritual lives.  Considering visiting 
www.augsburgfortress.org for some resource ideas to get started! 

http://www.augsburgfortress.org
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Stay out of the heat and attend a cool 

movie and a delicious lunch on 

Thursday, August 6th, at 12 noon in 

Fellowship Hall.  The movie will be an 

old favorite, “The Philadelphia Story” 

with Cary Grant, Katharine Hepburn and 

Jimmy Stewart.  Even if you have seen it 

before it’s always fun to view again and 

hey who remembers everything anyway. 

At our age everything is new AGAIN. 

 

 

We will have our choice of six different 

box lunches, three salads and three 

sandwiches from Tres Market which 

serves terrific homemade food and you 

can’t beat the price-$12.00 for everything. 

There will also be coffee and lemonade 

served. A sign-up sheet will be in the 

narthex with the lunch choices attached. 

 

This will be a fun and easygoing day and 

a good way to beat the August heat...  See you there. 

 

As we move into fall, we will have more fun and exciting bus trips.  Keep 

looking for the schedule in the narthex! 

BETTER SIDE OF FIFTY 
AUGUST 6TH EVENT 
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Memorial Drive Lutheran Church             Prayer Request Card 

For (name):  __________________________________    Date:__________ 

Need:  

Surgery (   )  Treatment (   )  Recuperating (   )  Other __________________ 

Requested by:_________________________________________________ 

Relationship: __________________________________________________ 

Requester’s Phone:_____________________________________________ 

 

 

  1 LuVerne Blanc 
  5 Brandon Escamilla 
  6 Suzanne Locheed 
  7 Jean Dorow 
18 Jim Barnes 
18 Doug Cameron 
20 Charles Brownlee 
21 Robert Carpenter 
22 John McMurray 
24 Jo Ann Peschel 
26 Ron Richter 
26 Kelsey Anderson 
26 Georgia Taylor 
27 Roger Lemburg 
28 Lorrella Cobb 
29 Kelly Bosse 

Happy Anniversary 
June 

Happy Birthday 
July 

15 Chrystine and Russell Turner 

25 Carol Cameron & Russell  

            Anderson  

Call Process Overview.  

On July 12 Pastor Blair Lundborg, Assistant to the Bishop, will give a presentation im-
mediately following worship service on the call process and the congregation and synod 
roles in partnering together during this time.  Pastor Lundborg will be available to answer 
questions we may have about the call process and discuss expectations as we move for-
ward.  Please plan to stay after service for this informative session. 
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 Electronic Sign Update   

On June 22, Bunker Hill’s Planning and Zoning Committee met and 
unanimously recommended approval of our petition to replace our 
aging plastic sign insert with a modern electronic sign insert. The final 
approval hurdle for the electronic sign will be Tuesday, August 18, 
when our petition will be ruled upon by the Bunker Hill City 
Council.  As the City’s staff and Planning and Zoning Committee have 
both recommended approval, expectations are good.  If the City 
Council approves the petition, installation of the electronic sign will go forward thereafter. 

Don’t lose the opportunity to serve and love the Lord 
while you are volunteering!!! 

Let the Worship and Music Ministry fulfill a lifelong dream for you 
and become a worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please 
check your schedule to see if you are available on Sundays to be 
one of the following— Usher, Assisting Minister, Lector, Communion 
Server, Greeter, Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.  
 

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  We really 
need you!  Thank you!  

                                                         Worship & Music Ministry 

  

The Worship and Music Committee has been studying ways to 
improve what is heard in worship.   
 

After some discussion, this team has given permission for the 
church to order assisted listening devices.  
 

Please ask the usher if you would like to try one! 

VBS is partnering with Lutherhill Ministries in Daily Bread Project  

MDLC’s VBS is partnering with the Lutherhill Ministries in their Daily Bread Project. One 
way that the VBSers will act, love and walk is by participating in the 2015 Daily Bread Pro-
ject. Lutherhill typically collects in-kind and monetary donations to support a specific social 
justice cause. The past couple of years, Lutherhill participated in a hands-on learning and 
serving opportunity to create a tangible gift that was sent to various communities.  Lutherhill 
Ministries is partnering with Communities in Schools of Houston for the 2015 Daily 
Bread Project.  Communities in Schools is a national organization with an affiliate in Hous-
ton whose mission is, “to surround students with a community of support, empower-
ing them to stay in school and achieve in life.”  Back packs have been donated by the 
TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod and specific school supplies will be collected to fill the backpacks. A 
list will be provided in the narthex for the congregation to participate.  This will begin July 12 
and continue through the month of July!  
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      MDLC and VBS—July 27-31            

We are holding VBS at our church from July 27-
31 and we can accept up to 30 youth, 
kindergarten-5th grade. The theme this year is 

from Micah 6:8–  “Act…Love…Walk.” 

The full Scripture is “He has shown you, O 
mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with your God.” 

Please let your neighbors, friends and family 
know to spread the word. It is truly a top notch 
VBS program! 

It  is time to register now—at the church office or 
on the website at mdllc.org. 

“May your life be blessed by your children and grandchildren as 

you bless them through sharing your faith.” 

Update on the Houston Area Parkinson Society and MDLC 
 

MDLC’s Parkinson connection began in the 1970’s when we first had a physical therapy 
group meeting in our Fellowship Hall. Our current group is part of the Houston Area Parkin-
son Society.  This organization offers 170 exercise and support groups each month, numer-
ous education programs, social services, a Parkinson’s Enrichment Program, transportation, 
monthly newsletters, subsidized respite care and emergency financial aid.  The 42,000 ser-
vice hours HAPS provides annually are free of charge and located throughout the Houston 
area.  The monthly newsletter offers valuable information on current research and treatment.  
 
One of the activities being offered at MDLC is the Parkinson’s Enrichment Program (PEP), 
organized and developed with the leadership of Dr. Terry Satterwhite, one of our members, 
coordinating with HAPS and  Pastor Zetto.   PEP is a fun, five-week program offered each 
quarter to individuals with mild to moderate Parkinson’s disease. The four-hour program is 
presented at our church each Friday for five consecutive weeks and has components of exer-
cise; recreation; socialization; education; and peer-led discussion with professionally support. 
 
MDLC continues to partner with HAPS by sharing our facilities every Tuesday from 10:00 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m. offering Speech and Exercise for those with Parkinson’s.  This group offers 
professional services and support not only for the person with Parkinson’s but also for their 
families.  Susan and Ed Locheed, MDLC members, are active members of this group and can 
answer questions that you may have or call the HAPS office at 713-626-7114.* 
 
*Adapted from the June 2015 HAPS HAPPENINGS, the newsletter for HAPS 
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President…………………………...  Mike Riggs 

Vice President ........................ …..  Karen Whitefield 

Secretary ................................ …..  Karen Carter 

Treasurer ............................... …..  Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry………...  Joyce Kennedy 

Support Ministry ..................... …..  Ron Campbell 

Learning Ministry .................... …..  Karen Whitefield 

Service & Fellowship Ministry . …..  Susan Fisher 

Property Ministry .................... …..  Stuart Moen 

Communications Ministry ....... …..  Doris Bosse 

Outreach Ministry ................... …..  Ron Richter 

 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

Nursery Open   8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Worship Service10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Fax:              713-468-0236 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA 

Pamela Tamburello        Director of Church Music; aimpam@mdlc.org 

 

 

 
    Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

    12211 Memorial Drive 

    Houston, Texas  77024-6206 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the August Contact is July 12. 


