
   

 

 

Sisters and Brothers, 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 

forth, do you not perceive it?” — Isaiah 43:19 

As the school year comes to a close, our church calendar also makes a transition from the season of 
Easter to the time after Pentecost. During this time, our paraments are green, reflecting a time of growth 
and new things springing forth—both in nature around us and in our life as a congregation. Sometimes 
this feels a little backwards to me. The time from August through May, back-to-school activities, 
stewardship Sundays, Advent and Christmas, and then Lent and Holy Week, this feels like our period of 
greatest activity. Summer can feel a bit more like a fallow period as many go off on vacation and our life 
together slows down a bit.  

But maybe that’s one of the reasons to see it as such a opportunity for growth. This slowing down gives 
us time to reflect on where we have been over the last year and where we are going in the coming year. 
It gives us time to look with new perspectives and perceive things we hadn’t before. It opens the space 
for preparation and anticipation of what will come. As my great-uncle Earl, who farmed his whole life, 
used to say, “you don’t get behind on the sunny days, but on the rainy ones.” What he meant was that 
we are used to working when opportunities abound, but its during the times when it seems like nothing 
is happening and nothing can be done that we have the space to tend to much that needs to be tended 
to. That’s my prayer for our spiritual life as a congregation this summer.  

We will have some opportunities for fresh perspectives this month in worship. On June 4th, we will be led 
in worship by our youth. They have been reading the lessons for the week, preparing a video sermon, 
and thinking about ways to bring their gifts into our worship for the congregation. On June 11th, we will 
have Trinity Sunday, where we will try out a kind of Bible study during our worship time—so bring any 
questions you’ve ever had about the Trinity to worship with you. Later this summer we will begin a 
sermon series on Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, in which I will pull together some of the insights I 
gained from my trip “In Search of Paul” to help us reflect on the kind of community we are building here. 
It will give us an opportunity to return to the theme of hospitality with which we began our year and to 
draw lessons from the early church.  

In conjunction with that, you may also notice continued efforts from our new hospitality ministry. Check 
out Carolyn White’s update on that ministry in this Contact. One of the coolest things about that ministry 
for me is seeing so many of our newest members, who have just recently experienced coming into this 
congregation themselves, giving back by helping to shape a positive experience for all the new people 
who come through our doors. Standing in the narthex with this group at our last meeting, I was struck 
with the vision of something new springing forth for this congregation—new sisters and brothers, new 
leaders, new possibilities. God is truly doing a new thing among us! May our summer reflect that 
newness, that hope, and that growth! 

In Christ, 

Pastor’s Page 



 2 

 

 

 

Director of Church Music          Pamela Tamburello 

Dear Friends: 
 
As we move into the summer, the year in the Church makes a shift, much like the 
“real world” that transitions into the summer/vacation months.   Following the Day of 
Pentecost (Sunday, June 4

th
) we enter into the season of Pentecost, beginning with 

Trinity Sunday, which falls on Sunday, June 11
th
. 

 
The changes in our climate are somewhat mirrored in this season.  While the weeks 
of summer witness the warming of the earth, it contrasts to the cooler days of winter.  
Hildegard of Bingen, the twelfth-century monastic theologian and horticulturist, spoke 
of God’s greening power evident in summer’s trees laden with growing fruit, the 
eucharistic  bread and wine; the planet, humanity, and Christ united in a trinity of 
living, breathing, potent life.  God’s greatest desire, she suggested, was to bring 
“green-ness” to all things that could be seen as lacking and barren.  To say the least, 
summer was—for this medieval nun—a time marked by the natural grace of warmth 
and growth.  The gardener in many of us might agree. 
 
The Church during this time after Pentecost reflects the themes of “green-ness” and 
growth.  The color in the Sanctuary is green, with the exception of festivals during this 
time (such as Trinity Sunday).  Some congregations encourage their members to 
bring their home-grown flowers and plants to the church on Saturday evening or early 
Sunday morning to be placed as arrangements at the entrance, around the font, next 
to the place of the word, and near the altar.  With this simple practice, the gifts of the 
earth and human labor adorn the space and demonstrate a community’s desire to see 
its own gifts shared with everyone present.  When this is done, the “greening” power 
alive in an assembly’s natural surroundings serves as praise of the one “from whom 
all blessings flow” so abundantly in the days and weeks of summer. 
 
This season, being one of some length, is a time of light and growth, not only in the 
natural world that God created but also in our personal lives.  Sometimes this season 
of the year is referred to as “ordinary time” but in the lives of children, there is no 
ordinary time!  Help children discover and appreciate the world around them by 
displaying some of the wonders of God’s world on a “creation table” in the gathering 
space or another central place at home.  Encourage children to bring in treasures they 
find such as beautiful crystal rock, a feather from a visiting bird, or a sand-and-shell 
picture they have created after a trip to the beach. 
 
May this season bring God’s “green-ness” into all of our lives! 
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Learning Ministry         Carolyn White / Karen Whitefield 

 Summer Happenings  
Our youth-led service will be held on June 4, Pentecost Sunday. Over the last several weeks, the 
youth and adult leaders have been planning how to share the message of God’s Holy Spirit with the 
congregation. Together we have come up with a service that reflects the message of Pentecost 
while it shows the spirit moving through the shared gifts of our youth: love for God, each other, and 
their church home; service, hospitality, music, dance, art, cooperation, public speaking . . . the list 
goes on. It’s a good time to think about how we are all part of the Body of Christ, serving different 
roles but all equally important. What would we do without our youth? And what would they do 
without us? We thrive in community with each other.  

 

The Learning Ministry is planning a get-together for high school youth (anyone who will be a 
freshman next year or higher) to talk about the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering, which is 
coming to Houston in June 2018. On either Sunday, July 9, or Sunday, July 16, we will meet in the 
evening for dinner, fun, and the chance to talk about the youth gathering. Please let Karen 
Whitefield, Carolyn White, or Pastor Will know your preferred date.  

 

We are currently talking to Christ the Servant to coordinate the confirmation instruction schedule for 
June, July, and August. We will let you know the dates as soon as possible.   

 

Don’t forget—Lutherhill offers amazing summer camp opportunities! Camp 
can be life-changing! Check out the schedule at www.lutherhill.org.  

 

Looking Back at the Easter Season Thank you to all 
youth who helped with Easter and Holy Week by acolyting, coloring Stations of the Cross 
posters (Ally Carter and Paige Pierce completed a poster together, and it was gorgeous!), and 
participating in the Easter Vigil service. And . . . thanks to the parents who continue to 

June Book C lub: Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle 

The MDLC book club will meet again after church in the Office Building on Sun., June 11, This 
month’s book is Tattoos on the Heart by Gregory Boyle. Here’s a description from Goodreads. 
 

As a pastor working in a neighborhood with the highest concentration of murderous gang activity in 
Los Angeles, Father Gregory Boyle created an organization to provide jobs, job training, and 
encouragement so that young people could work together and learn the mutual respect that comes 
from collaboration. Tattoos on the Heart is a breathtaking series of parables distilled from his twenty 
years in the barrio. Arranged by theme and filled with sparkling humor and glowing generosity, these 
essays offer a stirring look at how full our lives could be if we could find the joy in loving others and 
in being loved unconditionally. From giant, tattooed Cesar, shopping at JCPenney fresh out of 
prison, we learn how to feel worthy of God’s love. From ten-year-old Lula we learn the importance of 
being known and acknowledged. From Pedro we understand the kind of patience necessary to 
rescue someone from the darkness. In each chapter we benefit from Boyle’s wonderful, hard-earned 
wisdom. Inspired by faith but applicable to anyone trying to be good, these personal, unflinching 
stories are full of surprising revelations and observations of the community in which Boyle works and 
of the many lives he has helped save. 
 

Erudite, down-to-earth, and utterly heartening, these essays about universal kinship and redemption 
are moving examples of the power of unconditional love in difficult times and the importance of 
fighting despair. With Gregory Boyle’s guidance, we can recognize our own wounds in the broken 
lives and daunting struggles of the men and women in these parables and learn to find joy in all of 
the people around us. Tattoos on the Heart reminds us that no life is less valuable than another. 
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We Our Acolytes! 
6/4 Ally Carter 

6/11 Paige Pierce 

6/18 Anders White 

6/24 Anders White 

Worship Leaders  
Please volunteer: 

Worship 

Participants 
June 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 

Assisting  
Minister 

Helen White and 
Ashlyn Whitefield 

Angela Richter Hub Tett Erin Storm 

Acolyte Ally Carter Paige Pierce Anders White Anders White 

Lector  Scott Pierce Carolyn White Scott Pierce 

Communion  
Server 

 Mike Riggs Angela Richter Angela Richter 

Usher 
Luke Whitefield 
Stuart Moen 

Stuart Moen Stuart Moen 
Charles 

Blankenhorn 

Greeter  Kelly Henkelman 
Linda and Angela 

Richter 
Janet and 

Clarence Zaozirny 

Altar Guild 
Mary and Laura 

Lemburg 
Mike and Elaine 

Riggs 
  

Counter Linda Richter Linda Richter  Linda Richter  Linda Richter  

Flowers Laura Smith Pam and Hub Tett Whitefield family 
Nancy and John 

McMurray 
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 Hospitality Committee 

We need you!  Let the Worship & Music Ministry 
fulfill a lifelong dream for you and become a 
worship participant on Sunday mornings!  Please 
check your schedule for available Sundays to be able 
to become one of the following— Usher, Assisting 
Minister, Lector, Communion Server, Greeter, 
Acolyte, Altar Guild member, and Money Counter.  

Volunteer sheets are in the Narthex.  Please sign up.  
We really need you!  Thank you!                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                  

Our Hospitality Committee has been meeting this year to prepare our campus for visitors, 
much as you would ready your home for guests. We want our visitors to feel comfortable and 
cared-for in our space. In addition, we want to make the buildings functional right now, so that 
we all can use them productively and intentionally. 
 

Chaired by Erin Storm, the Hospitality Committee is currently focusing on the Education 
Building, the narthex, and church website. As you know, Erin has dedicated herself to cleaning 
out the classrooms in the Education Building. On Sat., May 27, we had a special work day with 
a truck from Memorial Area Ministries (MAM) to remove discarded items. We hope to offer the 
space to a music camp this summer and to additional community groups (as well as our own 
groups) soon. Many thanks to Elaine Riggs, who scrubbed mildew off the walls (by hand, 
wow!), Erin, and her helpers. 
 

The narthex already looks noticeably different. The committee has decluttered and is working 
on upgrading the restrooms outside the Bach Room. Additional changes are coming to update 
the area and give it a warm, focused message.  
 

You can help make the this space more welcoming. Look in the narthex for a “honey-do” 
feature with manageable, single-person tasks soon. You will be able to choose a job, perhaps 
a small repair or purchase, and finish it on your own time. Using this “divide and conquer” 
technique, we hope to save money and time on this project. The Property Committee is unable 
to take on everything by itself. 
 

Gary Tamburello and Pastor Will are bringing together a new MDLC web site. As you know, 
Erin Storm’s father was here for Palm Sunday to take photos for the new site. Gary and Pastor 
Will are incorporating these pictures and writing new verbiage. 
 

The Hospitality Committee has identified refreshments after worship as a major goal. For a 
long time, the Fellowship Committee has worked hard to make this happen, and we all 
appreciate the many hours they have given.  The committee is seeking to share this 
responsibility more broadly. It is also considering where and how to have refreshments. If you 
have any ideas, please see Erin. 
 

The next committee meeting will be in the Luther Room on Mon., June 26, at 6:30 PM. You 
are invited to come and learn greeting skills and ways to help visitors connect to the church. 
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President ···························   Karen Carter 

Vice President ........................   Stuart Moen 

Secretary ................................   Janet Zaozirny 

Treasurer ................................   Linda Richter 

Worship & Music Ministry .......   Pamela Tamburello 

Support Ministry .....................   Mike Riggs 

Learning Ministry ....................   Karen Whitefield and 

                                                   Carolyn White 

Fellowship Ministry .................   Ruth Gerum 

Property Ministry.....................   Stuart Moen 

Communications/Hospitality 

      Ministry .............................   Gary Tamburello 

Service Ministry ......................   Ron Richter 

Memorial Drive 
Lutheran Church  

12211 Memorial Drive 
Houston, TX 77024-6206 

     Nursery Open       8:45 a.m. 
Sunday School        9:15 a.m. 
 Sunday Worship              10:30 a.m. 

 
Telephone:   713-468-9443 
Web Site:  www.mdlc.org 

     Email:  secretary@mdlc.org 
 

Our Mission Statement: 
Memorial Drive Lutheran Church  

is committed to the teaching  
and study of the Gospel and 

to proclaiming Christ as our Savior  
as we reach out in service  

to all people with faith, hope, love  
and enthusiasm.   

STAFF 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

 A CONGREGATION OF THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

IN AMERICA 

Pastor Will Storm 
Pamela Tamburello, Director of Church Music 
Lotty Evetsz, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for submission of information for the July Contact is June  12. 

The flowers for our Sunday worship services are 
provided by: 
 

Flowers by Nino  281-873-6466 
5805 Chimney Rock Road  Suite C 
Houston, Texas 77081 

                                                  Prayer List  

                                                         Happy Birthday May 

Ann Eisland 
Carol McBride  
Carol Neal 
Chad Ferguson 
Blanca Flores 
Doug Pfluger  
Ed Howard 
Ed Locheed 

Hope O’Pake 
Jeff Holley 
Jill Kosinski  
Jose Alcantar 
John McMurray 
Kelly Jones 
Laura Sparks 
Liam Jones 

LuVerne Blanc 
Marilyn England  
Marjorie Lemire 
Matthew Counsell  
Martha Satterwhite 
Margarita Mejia & Family 
Maxine Wilson 
Pamela Tamburello 

Peggy Brown 
Royce Brown  
Ruby 
Ryland Macomb  
Sandy Dillion 
Sarah Day 
Tammy Russell 
Wendy Gonzalez 

    4  Robert Richter 

  6  Marshall Wegner 

  8  Elizabeth England 

  8  Chris Whitefield 

  8  Karen Whitefield 

10  Paul Beveridge 

16  Leah Hartwig 

25 Janet Zaozirny 




